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An American Benedictine Looks At
Protestant Worship

Dom Camirrus TArarous, O.S.B., spent part of his last
year’s vacation in a surprising manner—at any rate it would
be very surprising in Scotland. On each Sunday he made a
point of attending service in two different non-Roman
Churches in Washington. He wrote up the results of his
visits under the title—‘“ Mining Protestant Ore ”’ ; and the
most interesting thing about his article is how much he
found to admire and even to envy. All who are in any way
interested in Liturgy will value what he says. He regards
the vernacular as ““ an undeniable benefit, and a desideratum
for Catholics ”’. He speaks with warmth of the friendly
welcome given and the personal interest shewn—‘‘ The
ushers don’t wait until someone has circumnavigated the
whole church looking for a place before taking a hand .
He is delighted with the congregational participation in the
worship, which to him means hearty joining in the hymns—
““none of that self-conscious hesitation that makes some
incipient hymn-singers in Catholic churches sing in such a
gentle inaudible falsetto ”’. He likes the hymns themselves,
such as, Stand up, stand up for Jesus! ‘“ Only in the Church
of Christ did I find the hymns in general a bit too reminiscent
of You are my sunshine.” He likes the saying of Our
Father at a decently slow rate and with evident reverence.
He likes the preaching, all of it, though admitting that he
finds forty minutes a bit too much. And he highly approves
the taking of the collection while nothing else is being done,
except that the organis played. No doubt some things must
have displeased him, but many earned his grateful approval,
some of them not perhaps the things which we should have
expected a Roman Catholic to approve.

The article was published in 1961 in a magazine called
Worship. And Worship is a review ‘‘ devoted to the
Liturgical Apostolate ”’ published by the monks of St John's
Abbey, Minnesota. It appears ten times a year, and each
number is about the size of our Annwual. It can be obtained
through Messrs Duckett, 140 Strand, London, and it is
emphatically a “good buy . It is interesting to note that
another article in the same number quotes with warm
approval from the section on The Lord’s Supper in our
Manwal of Church Doctrine.

J. W. B.
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The Doxology to the Metrical Psalms

IN recent years an increasing number of congregations
throughout the land have revived the Reformation practice
of singing the Doxology to the metrical psalms. This is
also, incidentally, the normal practice of the General Assem-
bly of the Church of Scotland, at its annual meetings.

By permission of the Minister of Greyfriars Kirk,
Edinburgh, we reprint from the parish magazine the following
explanatory note which appeared towards the end of last
year :

““For some months now in Greyfriars we have been
following the old Scottish practice of concluding the portion
of the Metrical Psalms sung in church, with the Doxology
sung in the metre appropriate to the particular psalm.
These doxologies or conclusions are printed in all the music
editions of the Scottish Psalter, and are also found in our
books ‘ for the use of Visitors.” Copies of a printed page
of the seven doxologies can be obtained in the church porch
for insertion in any of your own Bibles or Psalters.

The purpose of the Doxology or Gloria Patri is really to
turnthe Hebrew Psalm  into .a. Christian- Hymn. The
doxology has always been taken for granted in the singing
or responsive reading (as we have had this summer at the
Evening Services held in Lady Vester’s Aisle) of the prose
psalms :  Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the
Holy Ghost; as it was in the beginning, 1s now, and cver
shall be : world without end. Amen. Surely it is equally
appropriate to conclude a familiar and beloved metrical
psalm such as :

How lovely 1s thy dwelling-place,
O Lovd of hosts, to me!
The tabernacles of thy grace
how pleasant, Lord they be ;
with a devout ascription of glory and honour to the Triune
God of our Christian Faith :
To Father, Son, and Holy Ghost,
the God whom we adore,
Be glory, as it was, and 1s,
and shall be evermove.  Amen.

Metrical Psalmody was one of the outcomes of the

Reformation concern: Let the people sing! It was aimed
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at ensuring the full participation of the whole congregation
in the public worship of Almighty God. The conclusions or
doxologies in metre are found in all the earlier Metrical
Psalters of the Reformed Churches, but their place was
diminished in the 1635 Scottish Psalter, and their use began
to drop out under the more austere influence of the English
Puritans. It is of interest to find the Rev. David Calder-
wood of Crailing, author of the famous eight-volume History
of the Kirk of Scotland, making this plea in the General
Assembly of 1649, which finds an echo in Greyfriars three
centuries later : Moderator, I entreat that the doxology be not
laid aside, for I hope to sing 1t in heaven.

In line with this more correct practice in our public
worship, it has been resolved not to include an automatic
Amen after every item of praise, but to sing the Amen only
when a doxology-type of concluding verse makes the great
Christian responsive affirmation both inevitable and approp-
riate. We shall depend upon the Choir’s lead in this more
meaningful use of the Amen.”

Note: Supplies of a slip containing doxologies, for
insertion in hymn books, may be obtained from the
Publications Department, 121 George Street, Edinburgh.



